
Blank Stares

(2024)

for solo vibraphone (optional with external resonator cups)

Duration - ca. 6'



1. Originally, I had the idea in mind to send the cups to whoever wanted to perform 

 this piece with the cups, but unfortunately I found out that my cups do not resonate 

 with those keys anymore (they probably got warped over time, and I did not know 

 because I cannot test them at home). An alternate version of this piece without the 

 use of the resonator cups starts on page 6.

2. This piece uses Stephen Solook's external resonator technique with the use of cups 

 that the player would move up and down above the key. If the cup resonates with 

 multiple notes, the cup can be moved side-to-side like glissando above the keys. 

 Video demonstrations are availble on Stephen Solook's website, through his      

 "Vibraphone Etudes for Extending Technique" (2020).

 To see how to do m. 24, see his "Resonator Etude 1", video link below:

 h0ps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X9Y-kL5U8-E

 To see how to do m. 96, see his "Resonator Etude 4", video link below:

 h0ps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O-FQD-jj6fU

Performance Notes

Program Note

i

I am painting a picture of a world in which nothing remains except rubble and the

blank stares of those who have past.

This feeling of "void" is created with an eerie pulsating atmosphere, incorporating

Stephen Solook's external resonator technique and the buzzing of the vibraphone motor

as part of the soundscape.
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*all dynamic changes are subito unless marked with a hairpin or "cresc."/"dim.".
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