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Burger Smash (2024) 
for Orkest de Ereprijs 

Duration: ca. 4’ 

 

Instrumentation 

2 piccolos 

Bass Clarinet in Bb 

Alto Saxophone 

Baritone Saxophone 

Horn in F 

Trumpet in C (with straight mute) 

2 Tenor Trombones 

Tuba* (in Eb, optional) 

Drum Set 

Piano 

Electric Guitar (with distortion and reverb) 

Electric Bass 

 

Program Note 

How many times can you smash a burger before it turns into soup? 

Burger Smash was written for the Orkest de Ereprijs, visiting Toronto during 

2025 University of Toronto New Music Festival. At first, the thought of writing 

music for such a unique ensemble felt like a big challenge, but after much thinking 

and getting my ideas down, it was this very instrumentation that drove my 

inspiration to write this piece that I couldn’t have written otherwise. 

This piece, infused with my fondness for electronic dance music, is silly and 

quirky, yet it has a dark tone presenting a short musical commentary about 

desensitization in general on a personal and societal level. How many times can 

you smash a burger before it turns into soup?  
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Performance Notes 

Drum key: 

 

Guitars: 

• Wavy glissando line: slide 

• Straight glissando line: bend 

• Wavy line: vibrato 

 

mm. 61-62: slide from Eb to A (on the D string) followed by a semitone bend 

from A to Bb 

 

mm. 44-45: G wide vibrato on the A string 

 



iii 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Dedicated to my best friend with 

whom I love eating burgers 
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