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PROGRAM NOTE

1. Onstage, there is the string quartet, positioned as if they were playing any other quartet.

Offstage, there is a bass drum (gran casa) player and many people who stomp their feet at the

same time as the quartet players on stage. The number of stompers needed depends on the size

of the hall; choose the number to your own discretion.

2. When the string quartet players start stomping their feet, it should be as loud as possible

(taking into account the duration of the stomping, so remember to pace yourself), while the

offstage stompers start as soft as possible that it is barely noticable. The volume of the quartet's

stomping should remain constant throughout the piece, but the offstage stomping (and

eventually the bass drum when it enters the music) should very gradually crescendo; nearing

the end of the piece, the actual notes played by the quartet should be difficult to hear over all

the stomping and bass drum noise.

3. There is to be absolutely no rubato in this piece. The pulse should be very steady and not

change for any reason.

4. Where it is notated at the end of the piece, the players should bow far behind the bridge and

then gradually move it closer to the bridge (still behind the bridge) while doing tremolo on the

open strings.

PERFORMANCE NOTES

The story behind this piece is that there has been a very long war. The protagonists are

exhausted, morale is at an all-time low, and the army has suffered countless losses. The state

of the war has been a stalemate, but the protagonists are on the brink of collapse and cannot

sustain this much longer while the enemy relentlessly pushes for domination. However, the

general has recently found a fatal flaw in the enemy's strategy. He does not hesitate to gather

whatever numbers he has left to coordinate a final a.ack to end the war. In this music, the

general inspires his troops to carry out his plan, barking orders and assigning crucial roles,

uplifting them with his menacing authority. The soldiers are so moved by their general and

they immediately agree with their unwavering loyalty. Even though they are terrified for their

lives, they know that this must be done. By the godlike inspiration of the general, this vastly

outnumbered army sets up for ba.le to deliver the coup de grâce. The aftermath of this

devastating a.ack by this small unit will look like it was created by a colossal military.
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